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“There is a crack in everything. That's how the light gets in,” sings the legendary
Canadian poet-singer Leonard Cohen. The poetic message soothes the depression
caused by the imperfection of life and the anxiety over a deteriorating world,
revealing the ultimate power of poetry.

The 2025 Taipei Poetry Festival brings together poets from Europe, Asia, the
Middle East and Latin America, presenting poetry in diverse languages —
including a Spanish poet translating Catalan poetry, an Ecuadorian poet writing
in Spanish, and a Palestinian poet writing in Arabic, as well as a Hong Kong poet
writing in Cantonese and a Japanese poet writing in Japanese. The opening night
features A Moving Sound, a world-acclaimed musical group known for their
work in world music, while the closing ceremony takes the form of a marathon
recitation and performance by Indigenous poets. Between these events is a
series of conversations exploring poetry’s relationship with video and music,
followed by topics on office life and women in their thirties to manifest poetry as
a documentation of urban daily life. Interweaving languages, identities, media,
and lifestyles, it allows cracks to emerge through which poetry can illuminate the
darkness.
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2025 Taipei Poetry Festival Opening — Light through Cracks
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Saturday, Oct 04, 19:30 @Zhongzheng Auditorium, Taipei Zhongshan Hall

The interplay between light and darkness is the origin of all theatre and the
echo of all sounds. Director Chen Yu-Dien artistically translates poems selected
from Water Ghost Incidents, the latest poem collection by Hu Nan-Chong, into a
fascinating theatre of images, followed by a border-crossing musical journey as
A Moving Sound blends world instruments from diverse traditions to perform
poetry centered on the theme of light. The three foreign guest poets at the 2025
Taipei Poetry Festival will also read their poems accompanied by A Moving
Sound’s music.
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Admission to "Light through Cracks" is free but requires ticket reservation. Tickets
available from 12:00 PM on Sep 12, limit two per person. Reserve online at KKTIX
(scan QR code above) or in person at Taipei Zhongshan Hall. A waiting list will be
available onsite on event day.

05



EE i % A Poet in Residence

& 90 908 - K 1 3
Corina Oproae( 7§¥i 7/ 5t FJe. i )

SR E R | 9.29 (—) — 10.16 (M)

AMABEMER > MAERBESRBE - 5 1998
FRERRVGIET » SO0 PEF &5 fum 3
JRRRRERAE c HHME  (—TF R
T CHBK DY & o b2 %R imE A
AR (BRI ) s (RERTE R
k) FEMOEEMEE UREEA
B A Bk - REHESERIES -

FH
%n‘\g
5
®
3
=
Q
=
2
]
I
g

A

She is a Spanish Romanian poet, novelist and
translator. She writes in Spanish and Catalan. 4 Thousand and One Deaths (2016),
Intermittencies (2018), The Hand that Trembles (2020), Where to Love From
(2021) and How to Bury the Father in a Poem (2025). Her first novel, The Lemon
House, was awarded the prestigious Tusquets Publishers Prize for Novel in 2024
in Spain. She is the author and translator of the anthology 20" century poetry in
Romania (2022).
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Catalonia: Poetry as a Voice of Independence
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Sunday, Oct 05, 14:30 @ 2F, Kishu An Forest of Literature

Catalonia is renowned for its rich and diverse culture with remarkable achievements
in painting, music and architecture. Yet its equally distinguished Catalan literature
has often been shadowed by its dominant Spanish counterpart. In this talk, Corina
will discuss her own work, the poetic tradition of Catalonia, and her relationship with
the poetic scene of her motherland Romania. Moderated by Ténn Stn-tshong, a poet
writing in Tai-gi (one of Taiwan’s native languages), this conversation also features
Professor Luisa Shu-Ying Chang — a leading figure in translating, researching,
and introducing Spanish literature to Taiwanese readers — as the interlocutor.
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Sunday, Oct 12, 14:30 @ 2F, Kishu An Forest of Literature

Born in Romania, Corina has dedicated herself to bridging Romanian and Catalan
poetry with the Spanish language. She will share the path through which the
experiences of learning different languages and culture, as well as her work in
writing and translation, have accumulated. The poet Cao Shu-Ying, with equally
diverse cultural experiences in Beijing, Northeastern China, Hong Kong and
Taiwan, will join the conversation as moderator and the Hakka poet (one of
Taiwan’s native languages) Chang Fang-Ci as interlocutor to explore cultural
multiplicity together.
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Born in Guayaquil, Ecuador in 1979, Augusto
Rodriguez is a journalist, editor and professor. He runs the Operating Room
Editions and the director of the Guayaquil International Poetry Festival Ileana
Espinel Cedefio. Twenty of his literary works, ranging from poetry and short
stories to essays and novels, have been published in 15 countries, with some
poems translated into 14 languages.
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Toshiko Hirata (H# )

HYZE Y B AR S 3 AP O A B R B2 ST
B 0 1983 LA (BN BB ) FARAE
A (BAERTN ) F—iE T B A
5 Bl REFFEEE o B 1984 4 R E
FEAE CEEARA R ) SAZK o BESEEER T (K
R Am) (BRI (FL
HY (HERKE P KERSE ) ~ (FRBESE) (#
MeBRAE ) % ARuhdE o I > dhth HIRR (B
AT D ~ (REE ) F/NBL B -
W NHK ER AR 2B T A ) WEEFELED > BEGAA
AwE#T o BABZNEE - G PIGEE (LR SR TR ) B
72 298 R

Toshiko Hirata first gained recognition by winning the inaugural Shinchosha
New Poet’s Award in 1983. In the following years, she published her debut
poetry collection Rakkys no ongaeshi (Rakkyd Onions Return the Favour) in
1984, The Freedom of Quips (winner of the Shikibu Murasaki Literary Prize),
Poetry on the Seventh Day (winner of the Hagiwara Sakutard Prize for poetry),
Terminal (winner of the Doi Bansui Prize for poetry), among others. Apart
from poetry, her notable literary works include novels and plays such as Two on
Board and Sweet Wounds. In 1999, She participated in a nationwide live poetry
improvisation contest held by NHK and defeated the renowned poet Kazuko
Shiraishi to become the program’s third champion. Poetry of Day Seven: Selected
Poems of Hirata Toshiko, which will be soon published in Taiwan.
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Marwan Makhoul is a Palestinian poet, born in 1979 in the village of al-Bugei'a,
Upper Galilee, to a Palestinian father and a Lebanese mother. He has published
works in poetry, prose and drama. His first play, This Isn’t Noah’s Ark, won
the best playwright award at The Acre Theatre Festival in 2009. His poetry is
often award winning, and the selections have been translated into more than
24 languages. Several of his poems have been set to music, too. During the
2023 Gaza war, a part of his poem became slogans raised by tens of millions of
protestors and written on the walls of cities around the world to call for an end

to the targeting of civilians.
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Born and raised in Hong Kong, Stuart Lau Wai-shing received his PhD from
the Department of Humanities and Creative Writing of Hong Kong Baptist
University. He is a publishing professional and a part-time university lecturer in
writing, editing, and publishing. Lau is the author of several prose collections,
including The Child Holding a Flower (2007), Obtuse Angle of Wings (2012),
and Alpine Forgetting of Shadow (2021), as well as recent poetry collections How
Broad Are the Plank Roads of Sunshine (2014), Modest Heat in Fruits (2020), and
Window, Pool, Unrippled (2024). In 2021, he was awarded Artist of the Year
(Literary Arts) by the Hong Kong Arts Development Council.
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To Conquer the Sea with the Sword of Disease
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Sunday, Oct 05, 19:00 @ 2F, Kishu An Forest of Literature

Augusto Rodriguez, director of Guayaquil Ileana Espinel Cedefio Poetry Festival,
is an active advocate for international exchanges focusing on Ecuadorian poets
and is known for his bold, piercing poetic language. The talk brings together poets
from different generations and with international insights to foster a multi-layered
conversation on poetry and culture.
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Tuesday, Oct 07, 19:30 @ 2F, Taipei Info Hub

Palestinians are destined to exile — whether on foreign soil or their own homeland.
Marwan Makhoul transforms the absurdity and sorrow encountered in one’s own land
into poetry. How can we hear the birds when warplanes strike? The poignant question will
be explored in a conversation with Taiwanese poets Cheng Wan-Jung and Liu Che-Ting.
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Talks The Taipei Poetry Festival presents a series of talks featuring
foreign guest poets to read their poems for the purpose of pure
literary exchange. Meanwhile, by presenting poets and speakers
from diverse backgrounds and with distinctive artistic qualities,
the talks attempt to delve into broader cultural aspects to attract
a wider audience with varied interests.
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Friday, Oct 10, 19:30 @ 2F, Multipurpose Hall, SPOT-Taipei

Stuart Lau Wai-shing’s poetry stays close to Hong Kong’s landscape and era
while it offers a breathing space to calm one’s heart in a time of turbulence.
He will be joined by poets from both Hong Kong and Taiwan to discuss the
historical shifts and cultural scenes of the two cities.
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Satursday, Oct 11, 19:30 @ 2F, Fembooks

Toshiko Hirata's poetic language penetrates cruel reality with childlike
playfulness, delivering sharp and piercing criticism of society. With the poets
Saoxia and Yang Jia-Xian as our “pilots,” the talk explores the unique charm of
her poetry.
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The Breakout of Women in Their Thirties
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Thursday, Oct 09, 19:30 @ Hian-ldu Tsheh-tiam

Is age anxiety a real issue for modern women? Whether in the city or countryside,
the female poets who have undergone the journeys of physical or psychological
transformation will have their stories to tell, through poetry.
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Poetry in a The talks invites domestic poets to engage in a discussion on
Contemporary how social and cultural issues are reflected in literary practices,
Sense as well as interdisciplinary connections that encompass topics on
career, love, and the aesthetic crossover of video poetry. It aims
to broaden the scope of literature to a wider audience and to provide an
opportunity for young, emerging writers to meet readers face-to-face.
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Tuesday, Oct 14, 19:30 @ 2F, Multipurpose Hall, SPOT-Taipei

With decades of experiences as the organizer of Film-Poetry Gathering and
A Salon of Film and Poetry, Wu Yu-Hsuan will share her perspective on the
interrelated and infiltrating relationship between video and poetry with poets
who have grown up in a world dominated by visual images.
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Wednesday, Oct 15, 19:30 @ Touat Books
Humans are born to be work-slaves. Should we blame the fate, the boss, or
ourselves? Let poetry speak up for us.
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The director’s cut of the Xi Xi documentary Birds of Passage
— A Writer of Our City
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Friday, Oct 10, 13:00 @ 2F, Multipurpose Hall, SPOT-Taipei
Sunday, Oct 12, 18:00 @ 2F, Kishu An Forest of Literature

The documentary tells the story of Xixi’s life from wartime Shanghai to post-
war and contemporary Hong Kong. Revealing the true personality behind the
poet Xi Xi for Taiwanese readers, the 2025 Taipei Poetry Festival will present the
latest director’s cut of the documentary Birds of Passage— A Writer of Our City,
with additional scenes included. A special screening will be held on October 10,
followed by a post-screening talk featuring Law Lok Man and Stuart Lau Wai-
shing, director and vice director of the Xi Xi Space.
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Admission to Birds of Passage —.A Writer of Our City is free but requires ticket
reservation. Tickets available from 12:00 PM on Sep 30, limit one ticket per
person. Reserve online at KKTIX (scan QR code above). A waiting list will be
available onsite on event day.
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Daughter's 99 Shades of Blue -A Duet between Poetry and Music
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Saturday, Oct 11, 14:00 @ Witch House

Awarded the 2025 Newman Prize for Chinese Literature, the poet Ling Yu
becomes the fourth Taiwanese writer to receive this prestigious recognition,
following Yang Mu, Chu Tien-wen, and Chang Kuei Hsing. Ling Yu’s latest
poetry collection, Daughter, honors her deceased mother while also adopting
multiple perspectives of “daughters” to accentuate women'’s struggles for
survival. The performance features Lo Sirong, who will interpret songs from her
latest album Daughters, accompanied by a conversation with the poet Forest Lin,
known for her sensibility to music, about Lin Yu’s poetry and music.
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Admission to Daughter's 99 Shades of Blue — A Duet between Poetry and Music
is free but requires ticket reservation. Tickets available from 12:00 PM on Sep 30,
limit one ticket per person. Reserve online at KKTIX (scan QR code above). A
waiting list will be available onsite on event day.
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Closing Performance — With Each Other and the Self
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Satursday, Oct 18, 19:30@ 2F, Guangfu Auditorium, Taipei Zhongshan Hall

The 2025 Taipei Poetry Festival will conclude with a performance on the evening
of October 18th, featuring Lamulu Pakawyan, Cidal Talod, Sayun Nomin, Salizan
Takisvilainan, and Abus Takisvilanan, and Ma Yi-Hang. These six indigenous poets
share their diverse life experiences and poetic styles through a dialogue between
objects and poetry. Together, they present a journey not only with the self but also
with each other — thus evoking a gathering of memories, through which they follow
the voice to reach both inward and outward.
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Admission to "Between Us, Within Ourselves" is free but requires ticket reservation.
Tickets available from 12:00 PM on Sep 30, limit two per person. Reserve online at
KKTIX (scan QR code above) or in person at Taipei Zhongshan Hall. A waiting list
will be available onsite on event day.
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# M Book Exhibitions
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Oct 03 — Nov 03 @ Small Small Book Shop, You He Book, Monsoon

Books, Kishu An Forest of Literature, Gutta Cavat Lapidem Bookstore,

Poetry in Life, Hian-1au Tsheh-tiam, Nowhere, TAAZE, HyRead ebook,
Readmoo ebook.
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#5475 B Partnership Event
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+ &% B M Film Screening
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Songs Still Sung:Voices from the Tsunami Shores
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This film was produced by Takako Arai to document a touching story: she
translated the poems of Takuboku Ishikawa into the Tohoku dialect and
interacted with 3/11 tsunami survivors.
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